ORDINANCE #95-2

An Ordinance providing for the vacation, removal, vepair, or demolition of any stiuciures
dangerous io the healih, morals, safety or general welfare of the people of the Borough of Hop
Bottom; and for the assessment of Ehe cost of vacation, removal, repair or demolition thereof as a
municipal len or assessment against such pmmw N pmﬁndmg for the recovery of such costs In
an action at law; and pres ”';ng, penalties for the violation thereof. Pursuant to Act 98 of 1992,
cominonly known as ihe Fire lnsurance Bscrow Law, providing that in ceitain five losses the
Insurance Company, As oaiaﬁrm oF Exahange shall transfer Insuranee proceeds to a designated
officer of the Mumicip a portion of ‘a? isurance e proceeds to be held as se mfisv against
the total cost of remos fmg, repairing, uing the d&rfzag Luﬂdﬂiig, F;mﬁd s for fe
providing for penaliies for violation and seiting foril Vmgtuimb anl requirements peua,umw e
such Insurance proceeds and to implementation of Act 98 of 19972 in the Borough of Hop
Bottom,

[
-.'77

Whereas, in the Borough of Hop Bottom, 1n Susguehanns County, Permsylvania,
there are and may be in the fatnre, buitdings or structures which are dilapidated, tmsate,
dangerous, unsanitary and o menace to the health, morals, safety and geveral welfare of the
paopiw of the Borough and which might tend to constituie fm, menace and which are a public
i 1&).15&?&:6
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Mow, therefore, be it ordained and enacied by the Council of Hop botiom
Borough, quuehamm Caunty, Pennsylvania, and it is hereby enacted and or ciamed by the
authority of the same as foliows:

SECTION 1. A. Title. This ordinance sbah be known and referred to as the "Hop Bottom

Borough Dangerous Buildings Ordinance”

the context specifically and clearly indicates otherwise,

B Definitions. fess t
Ordinance shall be as follows:

. Un
the meanings of terms used in this
. The word "Borough” shali mean the Borough of Hop Bottom, Susquehaina

County, S:”«a;m@vlvama
7. The word "Council” shall mean the Council of Hop Bottom Borough,
Suequehanna County, Pennsylvania.
3. The words "dangerous buildings” shall mean all buildings or situctures
Wh}(‘h have any or all of the foﬂowiﬁg defects and all such buildings or
stractires shall be deer ﬂ@d fo be ri‘zngerous buildings™
i Those which have been damaged by fire, wind or other causes 50 as
i0 have becoine dangerous o e life, safety, morals, or the general
heslth and welfare of the occcupants or the people of ‘the ﬂs?ough
ii. Those which have become or are 5o dl‘ﬁp’ad?ted dm,aye{z) unsafe,
unsanitary, vermin infested or which so utterly fail to provide the amenities
essential to the decent living ahac they are unfit for huwman habitation or ave
likely to cause aecidenﬁs? sickness, or disease 50 as to work injury to
the ‘i’wa;fb, morals, safets ty, or g@ﬂc:zﬂ welfare of those living therein as
well as other citizeus of the Borough;
iii. Those which have paris thereof which are so atiached that they might fail
and injure members of the public or adjoining p operty;
iv. Those which because of their general coﬂdmo n are unsafe, insanitary,
oF d«uu erous ta ’mf“ h&:ahh, morais, safety or general welfare of the
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ORDINANCE #95-3

An Ordinance providing for the vacation, removal, repair, or demolition of any struciures
dangerous io the healih, morals, satety or general welfare of the people of the Borough of Hop
Bottom; and for the assessment of the cost of vacation, removal, repair or demolition thereof as a
mumr‘ipql lien or assessinent against such pre rnises; pfowdmo for fhc, rcmvery of auch costs

aix action at law; and @m:;u;um penalties for the vmlatmﬂ thereof., Pursuant to Act 98 of 1992,
cominonly known as the Fire Insurance Bscrow Law, providing thaa in cef‘iam five losses the
Insurance Company, Association or Exchange shall transter Insuranes proceeds fo a destg’mtrd
officer of the Municipality as a portion of Jr & "”“eu 2nce gnoceed% to be held as sec a}wﬁ] against
the total cost of rereoving, repsiring, or ng the damage building, providing for fees,
providing for penalties for violation and S@Lﬁngz orth procedures aind requirements pertaining o
such Insurance proceeds and to implementaticn of Act 98 of 1997 in the Borough of Hop
Bottom,

Whereas, in the Borough of Hop Bottom, in Susquehanna County, Penmsylvania,
there are and may be in the fhture, buildings or stmictures ‘Vhii"h are dilapidated, unsafe,
dangerous, wnsanitary and s menace 10 the health, morals, safety and general welfare of the
mﬁ‘plw of the Borough and which might tend to constitute a fire menace and which are a public
flulSﬁﬁw.

Mow, therefore, be it ordained and enacted by the Council of Hop bottom
Borough, Suac;ueha*ﬁma uoauiy, Pennsylvania, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the
authority of the same as follows:

SECTION I A, Title. This ordinance shall be known and referved to as the “Hop Bottorn
Eorough Daﬂgemm Buildings Ordinance”.

2, Drefinitions. Unless the contert specifically and clearly indicates otherwise,
the meanings of terms used in this Ordinance shall be as follows:

1. The word "Borough” shall mesan the Borough of Hop Bottom, Susquehana
County, Penmnsylvania,
2. '*"i':e word "Couneil” shall mean the Couneil of Hop Bottom Borough,
qheharma County, e Lnsyiv"‘ 2.
3. ihe words "dangerous buildings” shall mean all buildings or struciures
which have any or all of the foliowing defects and all smh buildings or
structires shall be deemed to be ”(‘é"vuwemu‘s buildings
i Those which have been damaged by five, wind or ofhu CRUSES 50 48
io have become Gangerous (o the lite, safety, morais, or the general
health and weifare of the occupants or the people of the ﬁs}%”mmh
#. Those which have become or are so dﬂapzd@ed decayed, 1..1maﬁ=
unsanitary, vermin infested or which so utterly fail to provide the amenities
esseniial to the decent living that they are unfit for hunan habitation or sre
likely to cause aceidents, smkncss or disease g0 as to work infury to
the health, morals, safety, or rfsnevai welfare of those living therein as
well as other citizens of mc E orough;
iti. Those which have paris thereof which are so atéached that they might fall
and injure members of the public or adjoining property;
iv. Those which because of their general condition are uns ?fe, nnsanitary,
or dangerous to the health, mozaia, safety or general welfare of the
peaple - of the Borough.
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Those whese interior walls or other vestical struefural membess list, lean
or buckle to such an extent that a plump line passing through the center of
gravity falis ouiside of the middle third of iis base.

vi. Those which exclusive of the fountain, show damage or deterioration

to thirty-three (33%) of the supporting member or membess, '

or deterioration to fifty percent (50%) of the nonsupporting exn

or oufside walls or covering;
vit. Those which have improperly distributed loads upon the floors or roof or

in which the same are overloaded or which have insofficient strength to be
reasonsbly safe for the purpose used,

4. Exiermination - Conirol and eliminaiion of insecis, yodenis, or other pests by
eliminating their harborage places, removing or making inaccessible, materiais
that may serve as their food, poisoning, spraying, fomigating, trapping or by
any other recognized and legal pest elimination methods.

5. Garbage animal and vegetable wastes resulting from the handling,
preparation, cooking and consumption of food.

6. Infestation - Presence, within or around a dwelling of any inzecis, vodents
or other pests.

7. Rubbish - Combustible and noncombustible wasis materials, except garbage
incinding residue from the burming wood, coal, coke, and other combustible
waterial paper, rags, cartons, bozes, excelsior, rubber, leather, three bianches,
yard rimimings, tin cass, meial mineral mattex, glass, crockery and dust.
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SECTION I - DANGEROUS BUILDING AS NUISANCES

All "dangerovs buildings' within the terms of Section T of this Ordinance are hersby declared fo
be public nuisances and shall be repaired, vacated or demolished as herebefore and hereafter
provided.

SECTION I - INVESTIGATION PROCEDURER

Whenever it shall be reported or come to the atiention of any Borough Official or police officer
that any building or structurs, completed or in the process of consiruciion oF any portion thereof,
shali report same to the Council and the Conneil shall immediately cause an investigation and
examination indicates such building or stricture to be dangerous in accordance with the
standards of Section I -3 of this Ordinance, a written report of such lnvestigation shall be
submmiited to the Council, specifying the exact condition of such building or siiucture and sefting
forth whether or in what tespect the structure is dangerous and whether it shall be removed as a
dangerous building, Tt shall be the respousibility of the Council to made a finding, based vpon
said report, as to whether or not any building is a "dangerous building"” as defined hereinabove.

SHECTION IV STANDARDS FOR REPATR, VACATION OR DEMOLITION
The following standards shall be followed in substance by the Council in ordering repait,
vacation or demolition of dangerous buildings:

A. ¥f the dengerous building can be tepaired as determined by Conncil so that
it will no Ionger exist in violation of the teins of this Ordinance, it shall
be ordered repaired;

B, I the dangerous building is in such condition as to make ii dangerous o

the heaith, morals, safety or general welfare of its occupants, it shall be
ordered to be vacated,




C, Tn any case where a dengerons building cannot be reasonably repaired as
determined by the Council as provided for in A of thiz Section, it shall be
demotlished. In case where a dangerous building is a {ive hazayd existing

2 r any Statie of the

SECTION V - ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES

A, I any stmcture is deemed to be a “dangerous building” within the standards
set forth in Section I B-3 of this Ordinavces, the Council shall forthwith cause written notice to be
served upon the owner, cccupant, lessee, mortgagee, agent and all other persons having interest
in said building as shown by Deed of registration in the Recorder’s office of Susquehanna
County, Pennsylvania of any such dangerons building,

B. The Notice required by this Section shall be served personally upon his agent
if such an agent resides within the Borough. I the personal service as required herein cannot be
obtained or if the owner resides oniside the Borough, such Motice shall be sent {o the owner of
the dangerous building be Certified Mail at the last known address thereof. The notice shall be
effective when mailed and not recetved,

C. The Notice shall identify the building ot structure deemed dangerous and
contain a siatement of ihe paviieulars which made this building or structure a dangerous building
and an order requiring the same to be put in siich condition as to comply with the terms of the
order of this Ordinence, provided, in any cause where the Matice prescribed the repair of any
structure, the owner thereof shall have the option to remove such structure in lieu of making the
repairs thereto within the above time lindis, -

D. Such Matice shall require any person to repair, vacate or demolish any
building to commence the worll or act required by the Motice within ten (10) days of such notice
and to complete such repair removal within a reasonable time, as prescribed by the Council.

E. The Council shail cause 1o be placed on all dangerous buildings a Notice
reading substantially as follows:

“This building has been found to be a dangerous building by the Council
of the Borough of Hop Bottom, Susquehanna, Pennsylvania. This Notice
is to remain on this building until it is repaired, vacated or demolished in
accordance the the Notice which has been given to the owner, occupani,
lessee, morigagee or agent of this building. It is unlawful to remove this
Notice until compliance is made under the terms coniained and ihe
MNotice given to the above name party.”

SECTION VI - PENALTIES

A. The owner, occupant, inorigagee, lessee, or any other persons who shall fail to
comply with any Notice or order to repair, vacate, or demolish any such dangerons building
given by any person authorized by this Ordinance, or any regulation or order issued thereunder,
shiall, upon conviction before a District Justice, be subject to a fine not exceeding Three Hundred
Dollars ($300.00) and costs and, in default of the paymeiit of the fine and costs, shall be subject
to imprisonment in the Susquehanna County Jail for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days,
provided, each day's continnance of a violation shall constitute a separate offense. Penalties
contained in this Ordinance are in addition io any other remedies provided by this Ordinance;

B. Any person removing the Notice provided for in Section V hereof, siall, upon
conviction before the Tstrict Justice, be subiject to a fine not exceeding Fifty ($50.00) Dollars
and cost for each offense, and in defanit of payment of the fine and costs for each offense shall
e subject to mprizonment in the Susquehanna County Jail for 2 period not exceeding ten (155
days.
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C. I the owner, occupant, mortgagee, lessee, or any other person having an
interest in said building, as shown by the land records of the Recorder of Deeds of Susquehanna
County fails (o comply with any notice or order io repair, vacate, or demolish afy dangerous

ilding within the time specified from the feceipt of the such Notice, the Councit is empowered
to cause such building or siructuee to be repaived, vacated op demolish the Rorongh and o
cause the costs of such repair, vacaiion or demolition, iogether with a2 penaliy of ten {10%)
PErCehium io be charged againsi ihe fand on which the building existed as a mninicipal fien or o
fecover such costs and penalty in a suit at faw against the owner or other such parson having an
interest in the building, PROY IMED, the tecovery of such cost and cipense, together with the
penalty, may be in addition io the penaliy imposed in A and B of this Section,

SECTION VI BMERGENCY CASES

i cases whersin it reasonably appears that there exists an immediate doneer i the life or safety
of any person caused op created by a “dangerous building” a5 defined herein, the Council shall
cause the immediate repair, vacation or demolition of such “dangerous building” shall be
collected in the same manner as provided for in Section V/ - C.
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SECTION VII ACT 08 OF 1992 - FIRE ESCROW LAW
The Commonwealth of Pennsyivania has enacted Action 98 of 1992 effective on September 7,
1992 amending the Tnsurance Company law of 1007 16 provide procedures for fhe payment of
ceriain fire loss claims. It is the purpose of said legislation to doter the commission of arson and
ielated crimes, (o dj scourage ihe abandomnent of Propeity, and (o prevend urban plight and
deterioration. Pursuant 1o Section 508 of the surance Company Law of 1977 1o provide for the
payment of proceeds from cestain fire loss claims to the Municipality ag followed:

A The Secreiary o such Oificial's Designes is tereby appoinied as the designaied Gificer who
is authorized to carry out all responsibilities and duties steted herein,

B. No Insuizace Company, Association op Exchange (hereinafter the "Insuring Agent”) doing
business in the Commonwealih of Pennsylvania shall pay a elaim of a named insured for five
damage 1o a structure focated within the Borough of Hop Bottom (hereinafter the "Municipality”)
where the amonnt recoverable for the fire loss to the steucture under all policies exceeds Five
Thousand Dollars ($5,000) unless the named Insured oy Insuring Agent is furnished by the
Miunicipal Treasurer wiih a Municipal Ceriificate Puisuani io Section 508 (B) of Act 98 of 1992
and unless there is compliance with Section 508 (C) and (D) of Act 98 of 1997 and the
vrovisions of this Ordinance,

- Where pursuant io Section 508 () ( B (D of Aci 98 of 1982, ihe muicipal ireasurer issues a
certificate indicating that there are no delinquent tazes, assessments, penalties or users charges
against real property, the Insurance Agent shall pay the claim of the named insured, provided
however, that if the loss i« agreed upon by the named insuger and the Insuring Agent equals or
exceeds 60 percent of the aggiepate limiis of hability on all five policies covering the buildin I
restructure, the following procedures must be folicwed:

(1) The Insuting
Municipality in the aggregate oi 5 LOK for each $20,000 of claim and {or each fraciion of ihai
amount of a claim, this section to ba applied such that if the claim is $20.000. or tess, the amount
transferred to the Municipality shall be $1,000; or

s Agent shall transfer from the Insurance proceeds to the designated officer of the
- o
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(2) It at the tiwwe of a proof of loss agreed to between the nawmed insured and the Fnsuring Agent,
the named insured has submiited a contractor's signed estimate of the costs of removing,
repairing, or securing the building or other struciuve, the Insuring Agent shall transfer io
Municipality from the insurance proceeds the amomnt specified in the estimate.

(3) The transfer of proceeds shall be on pro rata basis by all companies, associations or
exchanges insuring the building or other siructure.

(4} Adter the transfer, the named insured may submit a contiacior's signed eatimate of the costs
of removing, repairing, or securing the building or other structure, and the designated officer
shall retuin the amount of the funds transferved io the Municipality in excess of the esifmaie to
the named insured, if the Municipality has not comamenced to remove, repair or secure the
building or other stiueture,

{3) Upon receipt of proceeds nader this section, the Municipality shall do the foliowing:

(a) The designated officer shall place the proceeds in the separate fund to be nsed
solely as security agaiost the total costs of removing, repairing, or securing the building or
siruciure which ave incurred by the Municipality. Such costs shall include, withont limitation,
any engineering, legal or administrative costs incurred by the municipality in connection with
such removal, repair or securing of the building or any proceedings related thereto; and

(b) Itis the obligation of the Insuring Agent when transfering the proceeds to
provide the municipality with the name, and address of the named insured. Upon receipt of the
transterred funds and the name and address of the named insured, the desionated officer shall
contact the named insured certify that the proceeds have been received by the Municipality and
notify the named lnsured that the procedures under this subsection shall be {ollowed; and

{c) When repairs, removal or sscuring of the building or other siructure have
been completed in accordance with all applicable regulations and orders of the Mimicipatity and
the required proof of such completion reccived by the designated officer, and if the Municipality
has not incurred any costs for repair, removal or securing, the fuads shall be retumed to the
named insured. If ibe Municipality has incurred costs for repair, removal, or securing of the
butlding or other structure, the costs shall be paid from the fund and if excess funds remain, the
Municipality shall transfer the remaining funds to the named insured; and

(&) To the extent that interest is earned o proceeds held by the Municipality
pursuaii to this Seciion, and not returned o the named insuved, such inieresi shall beiong to the
Munieipality. To the extent that proceeds shall be distributed to the named insured at the time
that the proceeds are returned.

(e) Nothing in ihis section shall be construed to limit the ability of the
Iviunicipality to recover any deficiency. Fuxthermore, nothing in this subsection shall be
constried to prohibit the Municipality and named insured from entering into an agreement that
permiis the transfer of funds to the named nsnred of some other reasonable disposition of
damaged property has been negotiated.

"

€. The Borongh of Hop Bottom may by Resolution adopt procedures and regulations to
implement Act 98 of 1992 and this Ordinance and may be resclution fix reasonable fees to be
charged for numnicipal activities for cestificated and bills, performance of inspections and

opening separaie fund accounis.

v named insured or any insuring Agent who violated fhis Section -
ty of up to $1,000. per viclation
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SHCTION IX SEVER BILITY

I any sentence, clause or section or part of this Ordinance iz for any reason found to be
unconstiiutional iliegal or invalid, sucl unconstitutionaliiy, illegality, or mwalidity shall not
effect or impair any of the remaining provisions, sentences, clauses op sections or parts of this
Ordinance. Tt is hes eby declared as the intent of the Couneil that this ordinance would have heen
adopted had such uiconstitutional, illegal or valid sentenee, clavse, section or pait thereof not
been included herein,

SECTION X REPEA

Any Ordinance or part of Crdinance or Resolution heretofore adopted | oy the Counctl is hereby
repealed insofar as the same contlicts wiih or effscis this Ordinance,

SECTION XI This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage or
enaciment.

Borongh Connedl of the Borongh of Hon Bottom at the meeting
heldon the 1st yof Augost | 1005

BOROUGH OF HOP BOT TOM
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