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ORDINANCE NO. 195

- BUILDING PERMIT DRDINANCE

AN DRDINANCE OF APDLACON TOWRBH TR « SUSOLERHARNA COLNTY 4
PENNSYLVANIA, PROVIDING THAT ANY PESRTON, PasTMERSHIP, BUSINEES
OR CORPORATION TO UNDERTAKE OR CAUSE TO BE UMNDERTAFEN. THE

CONSTRUCTION, RECONSTRUCTION, ENLLARGEMENT, ALTERATION, OR
RELOCATION DOF ANY BUILDING OR STRUCTURE OBTAIN A BUILDING
PERMIT FROM THE APOLACON TOWNSHIP BUILDING PERMIT DFFICER.

BE 17 CRDAINEDR and sracted by the Bgard 91 Supervisors of
Apolacon Township, Susquehanna Countys Demmowvlvanias and 1% 13
hereby ordained and enacted by the authority cf the same, as

follows:

SECTION 1. Statement of Intent

Al 1t shall be unlawful for any cersnn. partnership.
business or corpeoration to under take or cause to be
under taken, the construction: regonstruction:
enlargement, alteration, or relocation of any building
or structure unless an approved puilding permit has
been obtained from the Township Building Permit
Dfficer.

B. Building permits are not 1 equired for repairs to
existing buildings or structures, provided that no
structural changes o7 modifications are involved.

SECTION 2. Definitions
For the purposes of this ordinance, the fellowing definitions
shall apply:

A. Building - A combination of materials to form a
permanent structure having walls and a roof for
the purposes of human pccupancy both permanent and/or
temporary. Included, but not 1imited to, shall be all
mobile homes, trailers, modular homes. cabins, cottages
and houses.

B. Residence - Any structure used for permanent or
temporary occupancy.

C. Structure - & combination of materials tc form anything
permanently affixed to other builodings OT structures
sbove or below the ground. 1re luded shall be, put nod

limited to such things as carporte, porches, swimming
pools, foundationss Qgarages: utility buildings, sheds;
pole barns, pre-fabricated metal buildings, mobile
trailers (not for occupancy) ronver ted busses, boOx
cars and trucks.

D. Garage - A combinaticn of mater:als to form o et EUre
capable of housing licensed vehicles used for common
travel. Garage may be attached or detached to a
building, residence or other SErUE tUTEsS .
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Section. 3. 2gplication Procedure

Application for a building permit shall be made in writing to
the Building Permit Officer on forms supplied

by the township. (See Enclosure 1 "Application for Building
Permit").

Section 4. Permit Fees

Applicants will pay a fee based on the square footage of
structures/buildings based on the following rate:

Buildings - Living quarters for permanent or temporary
occupancy (above ground structures)s; $.054
per sguare foot, measured on outside
dimensions.

Foundations - When enclosed (not open) in support of
Buildings and having a useable space in
excess of five (3) feet in height; %.04
per sgquare foot, measured on outside
dimensions.

Garages - Attached or detached from living quarters;
$.04 per square foot, measured on outside
dimensions

Structures. — Anything not deccribted above in excess of
120 square fewvt, meazured on outside
dimensions; %$.03 per square foot or $10,00
whichever 15 greater.

Section 5. Issuance of Permit

The Building Permit Officer shall i1ssue a building permit only
after it has been determined that the proposed construction
will be in conformance with any other applicable 1equirements
or regulations. For buildings which contain or will contain

After the issuance of a building permit by the Building Permit
Officer, no changes of any kind shall be made to the
application, permit, or any of the plans, specifications or
other documents submitted with the application without the
written consent or approval of the Building Permit Officer.

Section 7. Placards

In addition to the building permit, the Building Permit Officer
shall l1ssue a placard which shall be displayed on the premises

throughout the construction period.. This placard shall show
the number of the building permit, the ocate of its issuance,
the leocation of the comstructiremes for what the permit is fer
and be si1gnet by the Builldinmg Feemait Officer. Placards wi1ill he

affixed to the project for which 1ssued or 1n close proximity
to the actual construction =i1te and easily visible,




saction 8. Stsri of Congtruciion

W

Work on the proposed censbraziar #5311 bEgin within S1X (b)

months after the date o issuance of the burlding permit or IRE
permit shall expire unless a time extension is granted, in
writing, by the Building Permit OffAicer . Construction shall be
considered to have started with the first plecement of
permanent construction on the cite,s such a the pouring of

S

<
=labs or footings Or &Ny work beyond the stage of excavation.

For a structure without a basement or poured footings,s the
ctart of construction includes the first permanent framing or
assembly of the structures or any part tnereof on its pilings
or foundation. or the affixing of any prefabricated sifustore
or mobile home to its permanent site.

Permanent construction does not include land preparation. land
clearing, grading, filling, excavation for basement, foolings,
pierss Or foundations, erection of temporary forms, the
installation of piling under proposed cubsur face footings, Or
the installaticn of sewer. nas, @nd water pipess OF electric or
other service lines from the roadway.

Section 9. lInspection and Revocation

During the construction period, the Building Permit ODfficer or
other designated official(se) may inspect the premises to
determine that the worl g progressing in cempliance ~with the
information provided oan they prerml applicatiorn and with all
applicable municipal laws and ordinances.

In the event the Building Permit Officer discovers that the
work does not comply with the permit application or any
applicable laws and ordinances, O that there bhas been a false
ctatement or mierepresentatinon by any applicant. the Building
Permit Officer shall notify the imdividualfe) ramed on the
permit placard of hissher faindings and revoke the B lelimg
permit. The Building Permit Officer will report any violations
tp the Board of Supervisors who will take whatever appropriate
actions are required.

Once a permit has been roviaked any and all worh will stop until
a determination DYy the PBoard of Cupervisnre has heen made. a
written notificaticon to the permitted will be made withan 30
days of revocation stating the poards findings ang actions to
be taken.

1f the infraction results in additional fees to be paid by the
permitied, the permit will remain in a veuveked tate umbil said
atditicnal fees are paid. Permytted will have L0 daye from
notification to pay &ny addit:oral eEes. 14 not paid Wi Eham
the &0 day period, all previously paid fees will be retained by
the township and the permit will be considered permanently
revoked. T further construction is required, a new permit
must be reinitiated and appropriate fees paid.

Section 10. Permit Periog




A permit will remain jn effect during the construction period

but will not exceed one (1) vea *rom 1ts effective starting
tlato. An ertersion ir tirme fmay 98 retuested. in writing te the
board of supervisors. The supervisors will respond to the

reguest within 30 davs . There will be 1o additional fees for
extensions to existing building permits.

Section 11. Appesals

Any person aggrieved by the Building Permit Officer’s estimate
of the cost of the proposed corostruction ma3y appeal to the
Apolacon Township Board of Superviecors., Such ‘*appeal must be
filed, in writing, within thirty (30) days after the
determination by the Building Permit Officer. Upon receipt of
such appeal, the Board of supervisors shall cset a time and
place not less than ten (10) days nor more than thirty (30)
days for the purpose of hear ing the appeal, Motice of the time
and place of the hearing of the appeal <hall be given to all
parties at which time they may asppear and be heard. The
determination of the estimated cost by the Board of supervisors
shall be final in all cases.

Section 12. Penalties

Any person who fails to comply with anv or all of the
requirements or provisions of this ordinance or whc fails or
refuses to comply with any notice, order or direction of the
Building Permit Officer or any other authorized designate of
the township shall be guilty of an offense and, upon
conviction, shall pay a fine to Apolacon Township of not less
than Crne Hundred Fifty Dollere T190,000 nor more than Three
Hundred Dollare ($300,00) olue custc of priomeciut 161 In
default of such payment, =uch person(e) shall be imprisoned in
county prison for & pericd rot to exceed ten(10) days. Each
day after notification of a3 violgtion that a violation of this
ordinamce continues shall corztitute 3 separaste offermse, The
date and description of the viomlation will be rotated on
Apclacon Townships ’Notice of Yi12lation’, & copy of which will
be sent by Registered Mail or Hde!i ered in person teo the
person/personse who are i1dentified ac being in wvioclation of this
ordinance.

In addition to the above penalties all other actions are hereby
rese el including an acticrn i~ equil for the preper
enforcement of this ordinmsrce. The 1mpositicon af a fine or
penalty for any violation of, or non-compliance withs, this
ordinance shall not excuse the violation or non—-compliance or
permit it to continue; and all such persons shall be required
to correct or remedy such violations and non-compliance or
permit it to continue; and all cuch persons chall be required
to werrect or remedy <uch violatiosns and nor—compliance within

3 time wet forth by the Bos=d o0F Superviesdrs.

Any structure or building constructed, re—constructed,
enlarged, altered, or relocated, in non-compliance with this
ordinance may be declared by the Apolacon Township Board of
supervisors to be a public nuisance and abatable as such.
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If any section, paragraph, sentence OF Ak gase of thic prfdlnence

chould be declared invalid for any reason whatsoever, such

M. icion shall not affect the remaining portions of thais
Lrdinance which shall remain in full force and effect. For
this purpose the provisions of this prdinance are hereby
declared to be severable.

Section 14. Effective Date

Ordinance, this Ordinance will be considered to be passed and
effected in its place and supersedes as of this date Apolacon
Township Ordinance Number 3, adopted September By 2995
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